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many other small harbor communities around
the coasts of the United States.

A little deeper look reveals a community that
is much more than a quaint tourist stop. Moss
Landing is a true economic powerhouse of the
California Coast. For starters, it is home to the
Monterey Bay region’s largest commercial
fishing fleet. It is also home to two of the top
marine science research institutions in the
world—the Moss Landing Marine Lab and the
Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute.
Because of those labs, several world class
ocean research vessels call the port home.
Moss Landing is also a major draw for ocean
recreationists of all stripes, from sailors, rec-
reational fishers, kayakers, and surfers. It is
also home to Mighty Mo, the largest natural
gas fired power plant on the west coast.

Moss Landing has a long history of com-
mercial vitality, dating back to the mid nine-
teenth century and the grain loading wharf op-
erated by the community’s namesake Captain
Charlie Moss. But the real growth dates back
to the 1947 creation of the Moss Landing Har-
bor District and the dredging and stabilization
of the harbor channel by the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers. Over the past 60 years, the dis-
trict has shepherded Moss Landing’s develop-
ment into economic powerhouse that supports
recreation, commercial fishing, science, and
tourism.

Under the leadership of the current Harbor
Commission President Russ Jeffries, Commis-
sion members, Margaret “Peggy” Shirrel,
Ph.D., Yohn Gideon, Vince Ferrante and
Frank Gomes, Jr., and Harbormaster Linda G.
Mclintyre, Esq., the Harbor District has just this
year completed a major $4 million renovation
of its north harbor area. The new amenities in-
clude a new 4-lane launch ramp, paving of the
5-acre site for parking, storm drains and a
boat wash, a 900-foot public access wharf at
the water's edge, and a 110-foot visitor serv-
ing dock alongside the wharf. A pedestrian/bi-
cycle trail, funded by a Federal grant, and de-
signed to run along the perimeter of North
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Harbor along scenic Highway 1, will complete
the project. This last component of the project
is the central part of a comprehensive bike
and pedestrian trail under development that
will link Monterey to Santa Cruz and place
Moss Landing at the heart of what will be one
of the most spectacular coastal trail experi-
ences on the Pacific coast.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to have the
opportunity to recognize the Moss Landing
Harbor District for 60 years of achievement. |
know that | speak for the whole House in of-
fering congratulations to the leadership, em-
ployees, and users of this Pacific Coast gem.
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Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, on Wednesday, October 31, 2007, |
was absent from the House in order to attend
a ceremony in honor of a new mission for the
Tennessee Air National Guard's 118th Airlift
Wing. Had | been present | would have voted:

On rollcall No. 1021, No. 1022 and No.
1023, | would have voted “yea.”

———
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Mr. ROSKAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Longfellow Elementary School
of Wheaton, lllinois, for being named a No
Child Left Behind Blue Ribbon School for the
2006—2007 school year. Principal Paul McKin-
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ney, Longfellow faculty, students and par-
ents—you should be very proud of this re-
markable accomplishment.

At a time in our nation’s history when the ef-
ficacy of our education system is often ques-
tioned, it is a great comfort to see a school
that truly commits itself to finding ways to
teach our children and provide hope for our
nation’s future.

The No Child Left Behind Blue Ribbon
Schools Award is a distinction given to the
public schools throughout the country whose
students score within the top 10 percent on
state assessments. This year, of the more
than 97,000 public schools in the United
States, just 287 schools were recognized with
this distinct honor.

In the State of lllinois, 19 schools were
members of this elite group. The Blue Ribbon
School Award recognizes what we all know:
the Longfellow students, faculty and staff are
some of the best and brightest in the nation.

In addition to exceptional test scores, Long-
fellow has shown steady academic progress
for the past 3 years. In awarding the 2006—
2007 Blue Ribbon School Award, the U.S. De-
partment of Education recognized Longfellow’s
success in helping students consistently
achieve at very high levels, as well as its con-
tinued commitment to narrowing the achieve-
ment gap.

As we strive to educate our current genera-
tion of children and prepare our nation’s future
leaders, Longfellow Elementary School stands
out as a shining example of scholastic and in-
stitutional excellence.

| am proud to represent Longfellow Elemen-
tary School in the United States Congress and
| look forward to their continued achievements.

Madam Speaker and Distinguished Col-
leagues please join me in congratulating the
talented students and dedicated faculty and
staff of Longfellow Elementary School for re-
ceiving the Blue Ribbon School Award.
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